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I n t r o d u c t i o n

The 2010 Mekong Youth Forum on Trafficking and 
Migration is the third such forum to be in the Mekong 
region. The first forum called the Mekong Children’s 
Forum in Human Trafficking(MYC 2004), was held from 
11-17 October 2004 and the second forum, Mekong Youth 
Forum on Human Trafficking (MYF 2007), was held from 
2-9 September 2007. Each forum was proceeded by 
national and/or provincial level forums in Cambodia,China, 
Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam.

The 3rd Mekong Youth Forum 2010 is a regional event 
hosted by the Government of Thailand and co-organised 
by the International Labour Organization(ILO), Save the 
Children, World Vision, and the UN Inter-Agency Project 
on Human Trafficking (UNIAP). 

Article 17 of the COMMIT1 Senior Officials’ Joint Declaration 
and Recommendation(2007) is a pledge to consult with 

affected groups in the formulation of future policy. At 
the COMMIT Senior Official Meeting( SOM) held 

in Bagan, Myanmar in January 2010, an explicit 
recommendation from the senior official was 

that “ full support should be provided for 
the continuation of the Mekong Youth 
Forum and National Youth Forums,to be 
inc luded in  the  2010 COMMIT 
workplans…  ”

On 24-29 October, 2010 in Bangkok, 
Thailand, 30 youth delegates who were 

selected by their peers at national forums 
were gathered to make regional recommendations 

which were presented to government officials 
on the last day of the Forum. Twelve government 

delegates who are members of the COMMIT 
task force at the country level attended at the 
forum for discussing government’s 
contribution to support children’s initiatives 
on anti-trafficking. They also attended a 
consultation with children to finalise their 
recommendations and country group 

1  COMMIT is the Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiative against Trafficking. 

dialogues when children brought their final 
recommendation dialogue to the government for 
discussing implementation plans. At this forum,seven 
artist groups from the mekong region joined the forum 
by launching their advocacy performances on child 
rights which engaged the public to pay attention and 
create further discussion on children’s issues and actions 
to protect children.

The key objective of the 3rd Mekong Youth Forum were 
1)to show policy makers and the public the range of 
vulnerabilities faced by children and young people in 
the region 2) to influence measures to (a) better protect 
vulnerable children and young people from exploitation 
and risky migration; and (b) insitutionalise child and 
young person’s participation in local, national and 
regional anti-trafficking processes.The underpinning 
assumption was that partnership with children and 
young people among the Mekong countries can facilitate 
more comprehensive, balanced policies and a greater 
willingness to share responsibility. Partnerships can be 
a more effective way of solving problems jointly, and 
reaching common understandings on the issue that in 
other contexts in different countries may be sensitive 
and divisive.

Along withthe process of making the MYF 
recommendations, integrated theatre arts were utilized 
to facilitate children and young people to report, discuss, 
analyse and finalise national recommendation to 
formulate regional recommendations. This process also 
aims to enhance and empower children and young 
people on knowledge and skill as individuals and as 
advocates in the fight against exploitation and risky 
migration.

Process of the Mekong 
Youth Forum 2010.

The National Forums on Trafficking and Migration were 
the core preparation processes of the regional forum. 

Children and young people shared and examined the 
impact of the current situation of exploitation and risky 
migration in their country based on their experiences. 
Participants produced the national recommendations 
that summarised their analysis of causes and consequences 
of the issue and come up with the recommendations 
which were categorized by thematic area or organisations 
they want to sent recommendations to. The national 
forum also provided the platform for dialogue at the 
national level with senior officials who are actively 
engaged with the COMMIT.

At the regional forum, the 7-day event contained for 4 
activities which happen simultaneously

1) the opening ceremony, evening event for host 
country to welcome participants and guests 
and also to introduce youth delegates and 
launch advocacy performances which would 
be performed across the whole week.

 2) Children’s workshop; this is the main activity 
of the forum where children and young 
people participated in a6-day workshop to 
analyse the situation of exploitation and risky 
migration in the Mekong Region, review the 
national and regional recommendation action 
plans and put forward recommendations to 
be included in the SPA III and presented in 
the sSOM 8, 

3) Dialogue and closing ceremony; On the last 
day of the Forum, participants presented their 
recommendations and dialogued with 
government delegates in country group in 
which the action plans were presented at the 
end of the forum,and 4) Advocacy 
performances on children’s rights with 6 
performances performed the whole week of 
the forum in different theatres around 
Bangkok.The performances open for MYF 
guestsand public audiences.
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E x e c u t i v e  s u m m a r y

The 3rd Mekong Youth Forum on Human Trafficking and Migration (MYF 2010) was held on 24-29 October 2010 in 
Bangkok, Thailand with 30 young people as participants who were selected at national forums carried out between 
June to September 2010. Government representatives who are members of COMMIT task force,UN agencies, non- 
governmental organisations, international ngo, artist groups and media from GMS countries were present at the 
Mekong Youth Forum.
With the slogan ‘Let’s Talk, Let’s Act!’ the MYF 2010 moved away from the usual reporting form of the two previous 
forums (Mekong Children Forum on Human Trafficking, 2004 and the Mekong Youth Forum on Human Trafficking, 
2007 respectively). MYF 2010 featured a regional consultation that utilized Basic Integrated Theater Arts to relay the 
recommendations of young people to governments of the Greater Mekong Subregion in a creative showcase highlight 
young people as actors in solving problems through the collaboration of young people and adult in combatting 
human trafficking.

MYF 2010 objectives were to:
1. Show policy makers and the public the range of vulnerabilities faced by children and youth in the region 

and the value of consulting them in decision making
2. Influence measures to:
 a.  implement better protection for vulnerable children and youth from exploitation and trafficking and 
 b.  institutionalize children and youth participation in local, national and regional anti-trafficking processes
3. Empower children and youth from around the region and individuals as advocates in the fight against 

trafficking and exploitation 

The MYF 2010 was composed of a series of activities: opening ceremony which all young people and delegate 
were greeted by Thai government as the host country, Children�s Workshop, the main activity of the forum, 
children and young people attended a six-day workshop to analyse the situation of the children and vulnerability of 
youth in the GMS in the context of trafficking and migration through three workshop theme which were ME, MY 
FAMILY and MY COMUNITY, ONE VOICE-ONE NATION and LET’S TALK-LET’S ACT. The 6 national 
recommendations were consolidated and analysed to become regional recommendations as the output of the children’s 
workshop. Final Presentational and Dialogue: The recommendations developed by the youth as well as 
suggestions on how to implement them, presented to a group of government officials from the six countries. Based 
on their experience, the officials will comment on the feasibility of the recommendations, the practical challenges 
they face in implementation, etc. Advocacy Performances of Children�s Stories in Mekong Region: 
Children and artists presented and celebrated the achievements of the past week. Senior government officials and 
civil society organisations will be invited to view the creative pieces and listen to the recommendations of the young 
advocates.

The young delegates shared their recommendations from national forums. After analyzing the commonality and 
differences of the situations and solutions for anti trafficking and unsafe migration in the six GMS countries, the MYF 
2010 participants came up with the Regional Mekong Recommendations. These were divided into eight 
topics:

1. Victim protection – including monitoring and follow up of the conditions of the victims and families 
through consultation with the victims, repatriation of the victims back to their families, setting up of transit 
centers in communities, establishing counseling centers equipped with human and financial resources, 
proper reintegration process, and ensuring compensation for the victims

2. Education – including integration of Human Trafficking and Migration as a topic in the school curriculum 
and adopted to different country contexts, fostering a migrant-inclusive atmosphere in schools and 
classrooms, provision of scholarships and proper certification for migrant children and victims of child 
trafficking

3. Support system for migrant children – including a Mekong regional hotline, ensuring sufficient funds for 
the protection of migrant children, support for migrant centers at the community level, a unified guideline 
or protocol on protecting migrant children, data collection on migration and trafficking, establishing a 
unified database, sharing of information and wide distribution, a government department in each country 
to be in charge of the protection of migrant children 

4. Factory management – including regular monitoring of youth workers in factories, ensuring legal operation 
of companies, arrest and prosecution of companies violating labour laws and exploiting children 

5. Crossing borders and documents – including addressing corruption at the borders and arrest and 
prosecution of those taking advantage of migrants; safe reporting channels to report violators; implementation 
of laws protecting migrants; information dissemination on migrant and trafficking situations; unified 
procedure on border arrangement system; reviewing the process to get ID card and documents faster, free 
of charge and more accessible; concern for the needs of migrant people regardless of nationality 

6. Awareness-raising and media – including: responsible media coverage of human trafficking and migration 
issues in the media, information dissemination utilising all forms of media and social networks, setting up 
a quick response system (media-government-NGOs) through hotlines in the region, ensure availability of 
information materials at border checkpoints, blacklisting of illegal companies or companies that have done 
illegal activities from advertising in all forms of media

7. Youth participation – including having COMMIT set up a Youth Body (Youth COMMIT), provision of 
budget for youth staff/peer educator, continuing support to provide opportunities for child and youth 
participation, sensitization of adults, parents and government officials on child participation

8. Law enforcement – including availability of contact details of agencies and law enforcers along the GMS 
borders, setting up CCTV at airport/checkpoints, proper punishment for traffickers, sharing of information 
on traffickers including their photos, proper system to ensure traffickers serve their full sentence, every 
country to cooperate and check/investigate fake documents/procedures, serious implementation of labour 
laws for companies in both destination and origin places.

These recommendations were relayed to the governments in a creative presentation. Government representatives 
gave very positive feedback and appreciated the creative presentation. Some of their comments were on how they 
were moved by the presentation and how it was able to capture and make them realize the value of cultural diversity 
in the GMS. 

Symbols in the creative performance did not go unnoticed such as barbed wires as borders and the painful journey 
of migrants through borders. Cambodia’s Secretary of State of Ministry of Women Affairs and the Chair of COMMIT 
Cambodia noted the part of the performance when the young people asked their government representatives to help 
them cut the tapes that bound the children for export. “This means you are asking government to help you do 
something and it also means that every country has already enacted laws and we are here to enforce the law,” she 
relayed. They expressed their gratitude to the young people’s hard work and dedication and to continue the work 
they are doing - adults and children together, government and civil society. 

“Government should play a major role against human trafficking and the public should also take responsibility,” 
said Zhang Yanhong from the All-China Women’s Federation. She said that she feels confident in doing a good job 
against anti-human trafficking and the children have given her that confidence. Other NGOs present also lauded the 
performance.

Governments committed to move forward recommendations that are achievable, and refer the recommendations to 
concerned agencies or present them to the national COMMIT agencies. Myanmar and Cambodia committed to 
integrate the recommendations in the National Action plans while others said they will raise it during relevant 
meetings with concerned agencies at the national level. They also asked for the youth’s continued support to their 
own programs, and encouraged them to continue the work they have been doing when they return home.

After the performance, governments sat down with the children for a dialogue to discuss the recommendations in 
more detail. 
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Laos and Myanmar committed to propose the 
recommendations to be included in the national plan 
of action of their respective countries. Myanmar will 
also report all the recommendations at the COMMIT 
TF meeting. Cambodia committed to submit the 
recommendations to the Prime Minister and to the 
IMM. China representatives will bring the 
recommendations back to their own organizations 
and different ministries and have the young people 
monitor whether government policies are improving 
or not. 

Most of the recommendations needed consultation 
and collaboration with other national agencies and 
even the media. Governments committed to bring the 
recommendations back home and consult with the 
concerned national agencies. Myanmar particularly 
mentioned recommendations on education and factory 
management needing consultation with other 
agencies. 

Some of the recommendations already have existing 
national laws in place such as border control (Laos); 
protection system for international migrants (China); 
victim protection (Myanmar and Thailand), factory 
management (Thailand). The governments then 
committed to improve and strengthen the 
implementation of these systems and processes. 
Particularly for Laos, they are now in the process of 
drafting a law on Anti-human trafficking. To draft this 
law, they will consider the recommendations of the 
young people in the MYF 2010.

China and Vietnam already have existing hotlines and 
they promised to improve the function and effectiveness 
of the available mechanisms in-country. Thailand 
expressed that although it will be quite difficult to 
have a regional hotline, they are more positive that it 
can happen in risky border and migration areas. 

Myanmar committed to strengthen awareness raising 
through media such as TV and radio and also to 
translate messages to ethnic languages. 

Some of the recommendations might prove to be a 
challenge for governments. China for example has 
already been talking about victim compensation 

especially by the traffickers. The current laws in China 
arrest and prosecute traffickers but they are not asked 
to pay financial compensation for the victims. 

Thailand’s government felt that the establishment of 
a Youth COMMIT might be difficult and it is more 
possible at the end of the process. They suggested 
forming a small group first and advised to using 
existing mechanisms like the National Youth Council 
in Thailand. If the Youth Council is not strong enough, 
they are inclined to fund this council more so as to 
strengthen it. China also commented that young people 
would need professional help in establishing a youth 
COMMIT or a similar youth org. Maintaining the 
sustainability of a Young COMMIT also needs to be 
considered. Their recommendation was to focus on 
establishing youth organizations. Vietnam government, 
on the other hand, expressed their support in 
establishing a Young COMMIT in the region.

With regard the school curriculum on human 
trafficking and migration from primary to tertiary 
levels, China relayed that it might not be realistic. 
They recommended that incorporating the theme in 
particular subjects/classes might be more feasible.

Among other action plan of Cambodia are: to organize 
a press conference to present the MYF 2010 
recommendations, Integrate the outcome and 
disseminate on 12 December 2010 during the Anti-
Human Trafficking Day Campaign, withsix other 
youth members from GMS, and Integrate young 
people into some of the working groups at the national 
level

Vietnam’s other follow up activities at the national 
level are: young people to establish a website on anti 
human trafficking in Vietnamese and maybe in 
English, with the support of GOs, NGOs and INGOs; 
delegates to have a forum with Vietnam senior officers 
to build a plan for follow up activity; Government 
will support children to conduct activities such as 
writing contests, photo contest on anti trafficking and 
migration to be widely broadcasted on TV and radio. 
The Vietnam government also supported the ‘walking 
campaign at the border’ plan to raise awareness. They 

also committed to continue activities on enhancing 
policies on supporting to have a shelter for victims of 
trafficking. The young people also committed to 
continue their activities on children’s group and train 
the next generation on their work. The government 
also committed to connect existing children’s group 
(ie. youth union in Vietnam) and adult groups working 
on migration and human trafficking for networking. 
At the regional/international level, Vietnam will link 
and cooperate with other non-Mekong countries that 
are destinations of migrant labour (ie. Malaysia). 

As the children come from different provinces in China, 
the children and young people from China promised 
to bring their recommendations back to their 
communities and let people know of their 
recommendations. China’s main recommendation at 
the national level was to establish more public 
kindergarten schools for migrant children. 

A delegate from China shared his commitment and 
plan of action such as to disseminate materials in places 
where trafficking is taking place. He also proposed 
victims themselves be part of the national and regional 
forums to share their own ideas as young people. 

Thailand stressed on the need not only by the 
government but by the media as well to help raise 
awareness on the issues. On the issue of statelessness, 
the Thai government has provided access to education 
for undocumented children regardless of nationality. 
They also shared their discussion on the progress on 
Article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC). Thailand has ratified CRC but imposed 
reservations to Articles 7 and 22 of the Convention, 
which guarantees registration after birth, and legal 
status of children born in Thailand. They have had 
some progress and the government has announced 
the decision to cancel the reservation. 

Led mainly by the young people of the Mekong region 
(Fangkun, China and Lay Rattana, Cambodia), the 
workshop was made possible through collaboration 
with the Philippine Educational Theater Association 
(PETA) who co-facilitated the workshop (Gold and 
Dudz). 

With the commitments in place, the governments, the 
young people and the adults all realized the 
effectiveness of utilizing theater and performing arts 
to raise awareness and intensifying public debate on 
child protection issues. The participation of theater 
groups and artists of the GMS contributed a lot to the 
energy and success of the MYF 2010. PETA and the 
Creative Communities of the Mekong joined the MYF 
2010 to support local and regional initiatives in forging 
dialogues and taking actions with various stakeholders 
in addressing human trafficking and migration. They 
support the agenda of promoting child participation 
by encouraging children and young people to talk 
about their challenges, take control of their lives and 
to be part of the solution. At the MYF 2010, seven new 
performance pieces that tackled various issues and 
problems confronted by children and youth of the 
Mekong were launched. 

The MYF 2010 was hosted by the Government of 
Thailand and co-organized by the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), Save the Children UK, 
World Vision, and the UN Inter-agency Project on 
Human Trafficking (UNIAP) and PETA. 

Highlights of the dialogue plenary
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O p e n i n g  C e r e m o n y

The opening ceremony of the Mekong Youth Forum was held on the 24th October, 2010 to greet all participants and 
hear children introduce themselves. Artist groups whose performance will be staged along the week launched their 
performances for the guests. The delegate from Ministry of Social Welfare and Human Security was the chair of the 
opening ceremony. The opening began through the welcome remarks of the Director of Bureau of Anti-
trafficking,Thailand on be half of Director General of Department of Social Welfare when she emphasised this forum 
is a special event for children and young people to exercise their role in anti-trafficking.

Welcome Remarks

Mr. Pakorn Punthu
Director General of Department of Social Development and Welfare

For
The 3rd Mekong Youth Forum on Ending Human Trafficking and Migration

23 – 30 October 2010

Manager of the United Nations Inter-Agency Project on Human Trafficking
Representative of International Labor Organization
Chair of the Foreign Children Network Committee 
Manager of Save the Children UK
Director of World Vision Asia Pacific 
Distinguished Guests

I am very pleased and honored to be provided this opportunity to open the 3rd Mekong Youth Forum on Human 
Trafficking and Migration. 
 
 The 1st Mekong Youth Forum was organized in 2003 to promote the participation of children in presenting 
their opinion on human trafficking and other related factors that affect the lives of children. The theme of this Forum 
was “Voices of Children”. Following in 2007, the 2nd Mekong Youth Forum was organized with the theme “Are You 
Listening?” to monitor and evaluate the recommendations that were made in 2003. This event stressed the importance 
of listening to what children have to say and taking them into consideration. There have been numerous counter-
trafficking efforts ever since the Forum was organized in 2007. Thailand has enacted the Anti-Human Trafficking in 
Persons Act B.E. 2551, developed the National Plan and Policy on Human Trafficking, implementation of activities 
and initiatives under the Coordinated Mekong Ministerial Initiative against Trafficking (COMMIT) process, and 
developed of MOUs with neighboring countries. This progress is result of not only the development of legal mechanisms 
and national and international cooperation, but also because of us listening to the voices of affected children or those 
advocating on this issue. 

 The Royal Thai Government realizes and is aware of the seriousness of the human trafficking problem and 
how widespread it is. It is also known that a number of victims of human trafficking and unsafe migration are children 
and youth. To have access to this target group means we must involve the children and youth in disseminating 
information, protecting themselves and promoting a wider and more strengthened participation of children. This is 
the role of the Ministry of Social Development and Human Security which is the reason why we are co-organizing 
this event. In 2010, the Mekong Youth Forum has developed under the theme “Let’s Talk, Let’s Act”. The children 
and youth will not only share their experience and opinions in solving the problem, they will also be a part of the 
implementation of counter trafficking efforts as well as assisting children and youths that are victims of trafficking, 
together with the adults. 

 Article 17 of the COMMIT Joint Declaration clearly stipulates that children and youth are encouraged to 
participate in the development of prevention and suppression mechanisms including evaluation and monitoring of 
projects related to human trafficking. This Forum is the translation of this concept into practice with the children 
receiving full support from adults working in all sectors, both government and non-government. 

 I would like to extend a warm welcome to the children and youth who are extremely important to this event, 
and to the representatives of various agencies. I now open the 3rd Mekong Youth Forum and hope that the children 
and youth will spend this one week to fully learn and exchange their experiences. I wish this Forum a great success 
to meet the desired objectives. 

 Thank you.
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 The keynote speech was delivered by Ms.Srisak 
Thaiaree, who has long experience with child and 
youth development in the Mekong Region. Her 
keynote speech was her dialogue with young 
representatives from each country. She began her 
speech by starting her happiness in being here and 
then invite young delegate to come on the stage with 
her. 

 As old as she is, she is in love with the youth 
and with people who like young people. She has been 
told that all six of them are from the Mekong countries. 
She then asks everyone to introduce themselves. 
Representative from Vietnam, Myanmar, Laos, China, 
Cambodia, and Thailand.

Ms.Thaiarry tells the youth that there was a time when 
child trafficking was rampant and there were NGOs 
who acted against child trafficking. Then there were 
NGOs who realized that assistance alone is not enough. 
Prevention measures were needed to help solve the 
problem and the most effective way is for young people 
themselves to do it. Young people are the key to 
prevention of human trafficking and migration. She 
asks the youth what they are doing now and will be 
doing in the future to help. 

 Vietnam youth helped through media. They 
made videos, joined national conferences and local 
meetings. After the meetings a lot of people knew 
more about children and what they need and what 
they want. It is useful for children to talk to children 
and for children to talk to adults. 

 The youth delegate from China relayed that he 
has held class meetings in school. A very special 
experience for him, he shared with the youth what 
NGOs and governments do to combat human 
trafficking. They asked: Why do we learn about human 
trafficking? Is it useful? It is important to stop HT and 
migration. There were about 60 participants and he 
would want to affect more people.

 The Cambodia youth participated in TV 
programs, press conferences and took part in radio 

shows. The topic discussed in media activities are 
based on children’s needs, issues in the community, 
recommendations to governments including responses 
of government to children’s issues. They discussed 
with children and young people about participation. 
Ms Thaiarry said she is honored to be with a famous 
DJ in his place, a celebrity. The Cambodia youth said 
he wants to help children, by sharing what he knows 
about the issue to family, friends and classmates.

 Young people from Thailand have worked a 
lot with adults. She is happy to work with adults in 
her community. The youth have learned to devote 
themselves to others and be sympathetic and make it 
a basis of their work. She hopes to help decrease the 
problem of human trafficking. Ms Thaiarry asks her 
if the adults have learned from her and she answered 
‘Yes’.

 The Laos youth works in the media, a national 
radio programme on the issue of human trafficking. 
Ms Thaiarry asks if he is not afraid? He says he is not. 
He has the support of the Youth Council, of which he 
is a member of. She comments on how YC has a good 
and handsome DJ.

 The youth from Myanmar works together with 
World Vision on prevention and awareness raising in 
the community among young people. They raise 
awareness, share their knowledge and experiences to 
the young people. When they do, everyone listens to 
her with interest. When she does awareness raising, 
she goes to individuals who are potential migrants 
and talks to them about safe migration and trafficking. 
Sometimes they listen and will be lucky and not face 
trafficking problems. In the community, when she 
meets suspected traffickers, she informs officials and 
local authorities about them. 

 What we learn is young people have lots 
energy, ideas and commitment. If they are given 
opportunity and empowerment, they are very 
important actors in social development and processes. 
What the youth are doing is one of the best tools in 
solving the problem. Who else will know about the 

problems of young people except the young people 
themselves. Adult-young people relationships are one 
of the most important ingredients – working and 
maximizing the media, adults and with the young 
people in the community and encouraging people to 
work with the youth. 

Ms Thaiarry expresses that she would like to give tips 
on adult relationships. The young people work with 
adults. When we talk about working together – 
children and adults – we talk, we have to listen, 
understand, discuss, agree and act. After that there 
are two other words that are most important: enjoy 
and love.

 Ms Thaiarry is very impressed by the work, 
ideas, achievement and commitment of the young 
people. She then asks the adults in the audience to 
think about what else they want to do to enhance the 
role of youth and adults in the community. 

Mrs. Khommapatre (Director of Bureau of Anti-
trafficking on Women and Children)commented that 
‘support’ is another key word that she would like to 
add to the work being done by the youth and adults 
to the community – not only financial support but 
also spiritual. Ms Thaiarry commented that financial 
support is very good. 

 Edel Silan (Regional Cross-border Programme 
Director, Save the Children) is asked to comment and 
she promised to continue to work with other agencies 
so many more adults will put in programmes in their 
workplans and budget for young people, particularly 
on human trafficking and migration. She hopes to 
continue to work with artists and cultural groups to 
put children as key actors to confront the issues in the 
community. She says that there are over a 100 agencies 
involved in the whole Mekong Youth Forum process 
especially in the national and provincial forums and 
children’s organizations and she would like to express 
her gratitude to them all. She comments that they 
should put their names on the wall. 

Keynote speech by Ms. Srisak Thaiarry
Director of the National Council for Child and Youth Development 
under the Royal Patronage of HRH Prince Mahachakri Sirindhon (NCYD)
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Module 2 of children workshop was 2 2-day session 
where participants analysed the situation of migration 
and trafficking in the Mekong Region.The analysis was 
done through a series of creative activities starting with 
PHOTO NARRATIVE where participants created 
collages of the photo taken around the workshop venue 
with key words reflecting situations of migration and 
trafficking in each country. DRAMATISED POETRY 
illuminate the collage when placed in a written style. 
Finally the collages were connected by a MEKONG 
YOUTH RIVER which featured coloured hand prints 

of all participants to symbolise thattrafficking and 
migration are common issues in this region. Each country 
are causes of the situation and each country are also 
affected by trafficking and migration and cross-border 
cooperation is needed for the fight against human 
trafficking.

After the creative presentation on the situation of 
migration and trafficking, Analytical situations were 
divided into 10 themes according to the reason why 
people move.

What�s happening with children in Mekong 
Region 

1. Huge population in the region, unbalanced 
economices create income inedqualitys, long land 
border

 The huge population of the region creates 
difficulty in controlling the movement of people 
.The big gap of economic development between 
each country pull people to leave their home in 
search of good opportunitiesfor work and 
education. Long land borders in the Mekong 
region allow a convenient way for people to 
migrate on the other hands traffickers and 
smugglers use these channels to illegally bring 
people out of their country.

2. Lack of jobs /unemployment 
 Many people migrate because they can’t find job 

in their province or country. Participants from 
China share that lack of jobs creates a high risk 
of migration.This also happens in rural areas of 
Laos where a lot of children and women do not 
have opportunities for jobs and education. Some 
can’t find a job because of their education. A 
gender discrimination also difficulty for girls to 
a find job.

 
3. Lack of knowledge, no information available 
 Anissue with wide agreement among participants 

is the general lack of knowledge and awareness 
about trafficking. Children don’t know when 
they are at risk of being trafficked. Once they are 
aware of situatuation it is difficult to seek help 
or escape. There is not enough information or 
publication about trafficking available particularly 
in high risk areas such as at the border, bus 
station, or train station. Participants from Laos 
also support this point by sharing the situation 
in Laos where young people are willing to be at 
risk because they don’t understand and realise 
how serious is the impact from being exploited.

4. Migrattion because of poverty 
 Participants from Vietnam raise the issue that 

people still take risks to be trafficked or become 
involved in risky migration. In some communities 
people know about trafficking and its risk, but 
they are poor and want to look for better 
opportunities to change their lives. Thus they 
will take the risk of moving to other areas to find 
jobs.

5. Illegal employment agencies, fake document
 An issue raised by Cambodian participants 

created a wide discussion on the employment. 
An agencies who facilitate people to look for job 
abroad take advantage of gaps in the law to create 
fake travel documents for people. This leads them 
to become illegal migrant and being exploited.

6. lack of cooperation between local authority , 
people and community 

 People are exploited or fall into the risky 
migration because of they don’t know from 
whom or which organisation they are able to ask 
for help.This is show the leak of cooperation 
between local authority, people and community 
in combating human trafficking. Each country 
already have network in place for responding to 
trafficked victim or vulnerability but it need 
effectively corporation to response to the 
situation timely.

7. Ineffective prosecution 
 Participants discussed the situation trafficker 

who were charged of trafficking offence s but 
are still in the community or village where they 
are able to send others to be trafficked.The anti-
trafficking laws are already in place in many 
countries but weak implementation creates gaps 
and opportunities for many people to exploit 
them.

8. Ineffective response to abuse case and domestic 
violence 

 Participants shared many stories of abuse and 
domestic violence which push children to leave 
home or community and be at risk. This is a high 
risk situation in Vietnam, Thailand and also other 
countries. Thailand shared a case study of a 
sexually abuse case in which an adult tries to 
compromise and negotiate with abuser to stop 
a legal case without concern for the best interest 
of the child.

9. Materialism
 Participants discussed about what do we mean 

by “better life” What they discovered is many 
young people consider a better life is to get more 
money to buy mobile phone or radio. The 
participants concluded that materialism is a factor 
that pushes young people to easy and faster 
making decision to migrate without concern on 
what risks they will face or the possibility of 
being trafficked.

Situational analysis
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C o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t

 The consultation session between children and government delegates was held on 28 October 2010. This 
consultation aimed to create a rapport between children and government official to whom they will present their 
recommendations on the last day. This session is the part of the process in which children finalize their recommendations 
as they bring their draft to discuss with governments for clarification.

Adult's expectation to young people initiative 

Q : What would you want to bring from the youth forum to your country and what do you want to hear from the 
children, the voices of the children? What do you want to get from the delegates? ( Question from a young delegate 
from China )

A: Vietnam representative answers that they want to know what children in the GMS can do to take action against 
human trafficking.
A: Cambodia answers that we recognize that we have an important role to combat migration and trafficking. First 
we need to study and explore more on the human trafficking issue and increase our knowledge of the issue on our 
own. Then we can share the knowledge to our family, friends and in our communities. We have to participate with 
youth and children’s committees to combat the issue. We need to discuss deeply and identify the issue and raise the 
recommendation to the local government in the community. We also have a role in prevention. We have to report 
the cases happening in the community to the authorities (ie. police) who have the duty to arrest them and the case 
that will happen also needs to be reported.

Possibility of Youth COMMIT
Q: If they would like to form youth groups in six countries, will the government allow them and how can they 
support these youth groups? (ie. the Youth COMMIT). ( question from Myanmar young delegate)

A: Cambodia government delegate, Chair of COMMIT:Thanks participants for the question and indicating that they 
are happy to join the 3rd Mekong Youth Forum, she shares that they are here to listen to the recommendations from 
the youth of all the countries of the Mekong sub region and also to listen to the regional recommendations for which 
the implementation will be different in each country. For Cambodia, the government is very supportive and provides 
the youth a lot of opportunities in socio-economic, and politics. The representative shares that she also leads the 
group on sexual exploitation, which works with government, NGOs, donor partnerships and the COMMIT. The 12th 
of December is the national day of human trafficking when they will celebrate with the first lady of Cambodia. They 
will invite the Cambodia group here at the MYF to this event. There will have 6,000 people and will invite the youth 
groups.

A: The Thailand delegate responded that there is a youth COMMIT mentioned by the Thai delegate a while ago. 
There is a possibility to have a Youth COMMIT and make it sustainable. I think the government will support this 
youth participation to make it more effective. They have discussed youth participation in meetings. I think we are 
ready to support this new mechanism. At least today, I have one recommendation. To make your dreams come true, 
you have to meet often with your group, or with those outside the country, continue your work and show your 
commitment, don’t stop the work that you are doing. 

A: The Vietnam representative congratulated the group for the huge work ahead when they come home.

Government support children initiative at the country level
Q: After running down various activities of the youth in Vietnam and the learnings they had in the forum including 
about activities of the youth in other countries, the Vietnam delegate asks the Vietnam authority if the government 
will support them to do their activities. A lot of activities came out of the forum (ie writing contest) and tomake 
a website (re human trafficking). It is expensive and they need funds. 

A: The Vietnam representative comments that whatever the children would like to do, the government and the NGOS, 
INGOs in Vietnam will work together with children and for children. 

Protection Mechanism for trafficked victims

Q: What are the existing machineries and mechanisms to protect migrant and trafficking victims in the country? 
( question from young delegate from Cambodia )
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A: The Laos representative comments that they are happy to come to the MYF. The Laos government has created 
national plans and strategy, currently working with NGOs and other groups. The government has established the 
national committee against human trafficking comprised of different agencies. In particular, the government helped 
establish the youth club in Vientiane. In the youth club, young people have the opportunity to talk and discuss 
prevention activities in relation to human trafficking. Some of the youth in the youth club are now in this MYF. The 
Laos government is making efforts to establish this kind of youth club in each area and they are happy to have youth 
delegates representing each country here. They will report back to the country in terms of implementation.

Q: Are there mechanisms to protect young people for safe migration ? (question from young people from Lao)

A: The government has plans to support education for young people to give them opportunities for employment so 
they can work in the country so they don’t have to migrate and work in other countries. First,we have to pay attention 
to education for young people. In terms of country strategy, compulsory education for primary school level is a must. 
Then there is a need for the country to establish vocational training schools for young people to have access to 
employment. We need also to explain and disseminate information to communities on the consequences of working 
overseas either legally or illegally in other countries. What is the reverse or negative impact of working overseas? If 
children or young people really want to work abroad, they should be prepared about what they can and should do, 
and cannot and should not do.
 A government representative from Laos comments that when it comes to employment of young people, the government 
will give priority to young people for example in factories. Any kind of investment should have the end of employing 
young people locally. 

A: The Myanmar government delegate shares that they have ratified protection on the rights of the child in 1991. 
Myanmar clarified that the definition of ‘child’ is under 16. Youth is 16-18 years old. The Department of Social Welfare 
and Development is chairing the child committee. If the child is not safe, even if the child has parents, the Department 
of Social Welfare will take care of them. We use a lot of activities to have the strategies. 

A: The China delegate speaks on behalf of government officials in China in involving vulnerable children’s groups 
and disabled children. As all other governments here, Chinese government has enacted various laws to protect rights 
of children and youth. The government has also signed the CRC of the UN. The representative here now is working 
with the China Women’s Federation. Many groups work together to improve the situation of all vulnerable children’s 
groups. About 20 years ago, when China did not implement compulsory education, many children were not able to 
access education. The group initiated steps for children and youth to access education. This is no longer an issue 
since China has implemented compulsory education. To support children when graduating, there are vocational 
trainings provided to give skills to enable them to work. They also provide education and training on safe migration 
so they will not be exposed to the risks of being trafficked or exploited. Migrant children are a big group in China. 
The Chinese government has made many policies so migrant children can enjoy a good quality of life where their 
families are not living and working. There are a lot of vulnerable children’s groups now, around 10,000 orphans of 
HIV/AIDS afflicted parents. Government gives financial support for every orphan, about 1000rmb per year. The 
government has paid a lot of attention to vulnerable children. They are happy to hear that the youth would like to 
include various children’s groups in the forum. The Chinese government would like to help the forum get these 
children involved in the MYF. 

On the support for children with no nationality, the first task is to identify their nationality. This is within the 
responsibility of the Ministry of Public Affairs who will contact international cooperative organization and foreign 
ministry or representatives of other countries to help identify the nationality of the child. During the period of 
nationality identification, the Ministry of Civil Affairs will establish shelters where the children will go. They will be 
looked after well there. If after all efforts, still the nationality cannot be identified, there are homes for children 
established by the Ministry of Public Affairs. The children will have homes, food, clothes and access to education as 
other children in China. 

On the policy/mechanism on anti-trafficking, in 2007, the Chinese government launched a five year plan up to 2012 

in combating trafficking. An organization was established to implement the state council inter ministerial group 
against trafficking headed by the Ministry of Security and Public Affairs. This meeting office has 31 members from 
other ministries and departments. They have policies and measures to fight human trafficking and migration. In each 
department who are members, they all have concrete activities. As the government representative, they invite all 
young people to participate in the activities. They would like to hear suggestions and recommendations on how to 
improve their work. The Chinese government also express that they are happy to hear about the suggestions and 
ideas on having a website to advocate against anti-trafficking. They will try to help and provide financial assistance 
to help. They hope to hear about a stronger youth group in the future.

Documentation of Children at destination countries
Q: The situation that children with no nationality or no ID card which is a big issue in Thailand. Is it happening 
in other countries and how do they solve this problem? (question from young people from Thailand)

A: Cambodia chairperson replies that in Thailand, we know they are having migrant people coming in from other 
countries and the government is having a difficult time addressing it. We would like to ask the children what their 
recommendations and suggestions are to help address this problem. Cambodia does not have the answer but what 
do they suggest?

A: Laos responds to the question on nationality. In Laos, there is no problem, whatever nationality you have, as long 
as you are in Laos, your parents are working in Laos, you can go to school. There are a lot of nationalities in Laos (ie 
Chinese, Vietnamese, etc). There is no problem for children going to school. If the parents are working in Laos or 
have lived in Laos for at least 10 years minimum, and have not committed any crime in Laos, children can apply for 
a Laos nationality. First, the parents have to request to get the Laos nationality. When they get it, then their children 
will automatically get Laos nationality. Any child born in Laos as long as parents are foreigners will remain foreigners.

Possibility of Engaging disabled children in Forum

Q: In our forum, there are no children in vulnerable groups or disabled children who are also vulnerable to 
trafficking. Their arms have been cut they have been disabled and become beggars. What are your suggestions 
on how they can be included in the forum? (question from Thai young delegate)

A: On the question about disabled children caused by human trafficking, If possible, we should include these disabled 
children in the forum so we can hear their voice. We have been working with NGOs and have had strong support 
for them. During the training, we include victims of human trafficking and they share their experience, their difficulties 
and this contributed to the prevention and protection of other children. One of the big issues is money. Because of 
the global financial crisis and it affects donors. We have less money than before. We have to work together including 
the donors. 

On helping children with disabilities in Vietnam we have many ways to practice child participation. Have a lot of 
child working groups or child rights groups in the locality. Children work as representatives, as goodwill ambassadors 
for children. They collect and listen to ideas from the older children in the locality especially from the vulnerable 
children. They bring it out in newspapers, TV, radio programs. The children also created the annual national forum 
with a dialogue from national organizations, NGOs, and they sent the message to policy-makers. Adults in Vietnam 
all listen to the comments and voices of vulnerable children. 

Time limit! If they have other questions to the governments, they can do it during lunch. 
Now the MYF needs to finalize their recommendations and tomorrow the governments will all see the recommendations 
through a performance. Before closing, facilitators ask the representatives to give their last words as closing remarks. 

The Thailand representative note that on behalf of government of Greater Mekong Subregion, they would like to 
thank the MYF for the dialogue. They hope to discuss more during lunch time and we still have a lot of time tomorrow 
also for discussion.
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Final Presentation
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After the final presentation, youth facilitator process 
the feed back of the government delegates and 
audience then participants are divided in country 
group with government delegate to discuss the 
implementation plan of recommendation. The feed 
back of the presentation and highlight from group 
discussion are follow;

Feed back for final presentation 

Mr Trin Sriwong, ThailandNational operation center 
for Combating and Suppressing Human Trafficking, 
Thailand, thanked the delegates for a wonderful 
performance. He expressed that the recommendations 
are very good. On the parts where they ask for the 
government’s help, there are some areas that seem 
difficult, which is not to say that they will not help. 
They will let them know how they can respond to the 
recommendations.

Cambodia, HE. Ms San Arun, Secretary of State the 
Ministry of Women Affairs and Chair of COMMIT 
Cambodia congratulates the emcee and all the actors. 
She commented that, watching and listening to 
theperformance, it went far beyond what she expected. 
They all created a beautiful theater performance even 
as they worked very hard for the past few days. She 
particularly mentioned seeing the six countries talking 
in different ways, talking about culture and it was 
wonderful and she really appreciated seeing cultural 
diversity and different languages in the performance. 
Although we have differences, we come together to 
work for common goals: to fight against human 
trafficking and work for cross border migration, to 
help victims, make migration safer, promote 
participation, children’s rights and access to education. 

One meaningful symbol that is noted is when they 
gave each government representative the opportunity 
to cut the ropes. “This means you are asking 
government to help you do something and it also 
means that every country has already enacted law and 
we are here to enforce the law,” she says. There were 
a lot of recommendations given by the youth. The 
government of the six countries have been addressing 
the issue and have been doing the recommendations. 
“We would like to inform young people that 
government has a lot of work to do, and we cannot 
do all but we will best to find ways to put them in 
national action plan,” she relays. She thanked everyone, 
particularly the youth for a great performance. 

Vietnam’s Mr Dang Hoa Nam, Vice Chair of the 
Department of Care and Protection of Children He 
is impressed with the performance. He is filled with 
emotion now so he needs translation especially afters 
seeing the energy and innocence of the youth. 
“Through performance we saw again the beauty of 
the Mekong region. We saw the value of cultural 
diversity. It also shows us the tricks - taking advantage 
of innocent people being trafficked. We also should 
not pollute the Mekong river. Government 
representatives especially the Ministry of Vietnam 
feels responsible to stop this pollution with our 
responsibilities for sharing a good life for every child 
in this region.” There are many children’s programs 
but he is impressed with the performance and action 
with this particular program. He continues that the 
youth have a lot of power, a lot of potential. He sees 
that children expect the government to support them 
in their activities, but he also expects the children to 
support the government. Children and adults should 
work in cooperation. This program reminded him of 

the children’s program in NY in 2002. From that 2002 
forum and the last message, it went through his mind 
that children are our hope. He acknowledges that the 
participants have worked hard this week. As they go 
home and continue school, he hopes that they will not 
forget what they have said and spoken of today. He 
hopes they will help disseminate the message of this 
program to peers and friends. “We need more specific 
action, yes?” he asks. “YES!” the delegates respond. 

China’s Ms Zhang Yanhong, All-China Women’s 
Federation feels very honored to attend the MYF. It 
is her first time to attend thiskind of event and although 
she has only been there for two days, she feels that 
she has learned a lot from everyone. She is particularly 
impressed and shocked by the performance and the 
movements. We are responsible holders of anti human 
trafficking. Anti-trafficking is a force that starts with 
crushing down traffickers and might end in reintegration 
to family and community. Anti human trafficking is 
a responsibility of all - government should play a major 
role against human trafficking and the public should 
also take responsibility. She feels confident that we 
will do a good job against human trafficking and the 
children have given her confidence. On her response 
to the recommendations, she feels that the 
recommendations were constructive. Some suggestions 
can be realized immediately. For others, it would take 
time. Please allow GO and NGOs to discuss about the 
recommendations. We have already made progress in 
trying to solve human trafficking. The meeting here 
is a step we have taken forward. She believes we have 
a bright future and hope that we can all join hands in 
our efforts.

Myanmar’s, Mr Saw Win, Department of Social 
Welfare commends the excellent performance. He 
gave a paradox:

When youth do not know [the bad things] they will 
do everything [all the bad things]

If they know something (some bad things), they will 
do something (bad things)

If they know everything (all the bad things), they will 
do nothing [of the bad things]

When he saw the performance, he saw strength. He 
can see the experience of the youth. He encourages 
them to share their experience and knowledge to 
friends, community and family. He relays that 

government will support the youth. Now the 
government is working on reintegration for trafficked 
victims. When they were performing, one of the youth 
came to rescue the victim. He rescued and he will do 
so in the future. “We have listened to your 
recommendations but we will not stop here. We will 
bring [the recommendations] to our home country and 
we will report it to senior officials who are COMMIT 
members. The recommendations will be reported to 
the 2010 senior official meeting and will be entered in 
the 2011 National Plan of Myanmar,” he committed. 

Laos’s Ms Soutchay Sourhaseum, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs express her great pleasure to represent and 
participate in the MYF. As the last speaker, she does 
not know what to say as people have said it already. 
From the show, we have seen the diversity of the 
culture of Mekong countries and different problems 
faced by different countries. They have differences but 
they work for a common goal which is to stop human 
trafficking. Upon going back, she promises to take the 
recommendations from the youth forum and integrate 
it into the national plan of action to stop human 
trafficking because they are aware that it is a very 
serious problem affecting the lives of young people 
and everyone. “So we would like to ask the young 
delegates whether you want to work with us and we 
can work together to implement your role and 
recommendation, yes?” she asks. “YES!” responds the 
delegates.

Director of BATWC, Saowanee Khamapatre, Thailand
She appreciates and is impressed by the performance. 
It hurts them to see the situation of victims of 
trafficking. “What the youth have performed reflects 
to us your sincere and honest feeling about how you 
feel and what you want to happen on human 
trafficking.” With their dreams and hopes, as an adult 
and in her position as a person responsible for working 
in this area, she wants to ensure their role and be 
responsible for human trafficking. Child participation 
is very important and the COMMIT process is also 
important. We can all work together to change the 
world. She emphasizes adult participation. As the Thai 
government, we know our role and would like to 
increase child participation and see everyone 
cooperate: children, adults to join hands and work 
together. “This is a confirmation from the Thai 
government, consistent with other governments,” she 
expresses. “Thank you” 

D i s c u s s i o n  a f t e r  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n
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Representative from ILO shares that although they 
are impressed with performance, they are more 
impressed with the recommendations. Working in 
migration and having attended a lot of conferences 
that come up with recommendations that are specific 
and realistic, he finds the recommendation of the MYF 
are the most realistic. In the ILO, in their work on 
anti-human trafficking and promotion of better 
regulations on migration, they also take into account 
these set of recommendations.

Representative fromWorld Vision,commented that it 
is an inspiring presentation. In 2007, there was no 
presentation like now. He expresses that they are proud 
of the youth. He commended them also for the great 
teamwork. He mentions the great support from the 
government as the event is hosted by the Thai 
government, and wonderfully supported by the young 
people, and the adults were at the back most of the 
time. He poses a question that with the wonderful 
recommendations, how far will we take this forward? 
He shares that they support this process and that child 
participation is the foundation. “We commit ourselves 
to push the recommendations forward and would like 
to support it as much as possible,” he relays. He thank 
the government of Thailand and governments of all 
GMS countries as he comments that the national 
consultations were wonderful. “It’s an event of the 
people from the GMS countries,” he finishes. 

Representative from UNIAP, Acting national project 
coordinator shares that with core organizers of the 
event and the Secretariat of the COMMIT process, “We 
are proud of you all!” As secretariat, we will take the 
recommendations and coordinate with other partners 
to make things happen – the realistic recommendations– 
and will work with other agencies. 

Representative from Regional Cross Border 
Programme, SCUK
“You boys and girls, young men and women made 
me cry. In the span of a few minutes, you were able 
to capture the richness of the culture of the region, the 
dreams of children, hopes of families, risk of crossing 
borders and suffering of children. It was a powerful 
performance – you have told the story of the work 
that I have been doing for more than ten years in a 
few minutes,” . The performance used powerful 
symbols. She thanked the youth, the young people for 
their generosity in terms of their time as many of the 
young people are going to school and they took the 
time to be with the MYF. “Thanks also for trusting 

us,” as participants have traveled from home to 
Bangkok without their families. “Without your trust, 
we cannot move our mission forward. Your trust is 
primary goal – thank you for your hearts, your minds, 
your energy for the past few days.” She also expresses 
hope that the governments will take forward the 
recommendations through their workplans and 
policies that they are going to develop. “I would like 
to thank a lot of people - this is not just one event – it’s 
a milestone for a lot of programs – donors. It is an 
indication of how far we have gone and how far we 
still have to go.” She thanks the governments for 
opening up children’s participation and civil society 
participation. “Now you have seen the power of the 
creative arts – we may also start looking into the 
participation of creative arts and the media.” She 
proceeds to thank the organizing committee who 
trusted SCUK and acknowledge that it was a big step 
for them. “Thanks for trusting us with this process.” 
Then she thanks the facilitators, Fangcun and Rattana 
“..who worked day and night to make sure that the 
process will go smoothly. Behind them is Gold, and 
Dudz (director), Lea (PETA) artists, Chakkrid who 
took most of the stress, the media group and Brian.” 
She further thank the administrative staff, Waew, Chu 
and Nud. She then express “apologies for things that 
were not perfect and there will always be a limitation 
and we will learn from the mistakes that we have had 
in the process.” She ends her speech with a final thanks 
and a note to see everyone in the next MYF – which 
governments will have to host – according to the 
meeting yesterday.

Facilitators now turns to the delegates/participants 
of the MYF to say something.

Thailand’s participant. She expresses that she is happy 
that today, adults are here to listen to our opinions. 
She thanks the adults for the hard work and in 
supporting them, and the organizers.

Cambodia’s participants. He is really happy to hear 
about the governments’ commitment and response to 
human trafficking and to the recommendations. “The 
room is cold but inside our bodies, we are warm.” He 
expresses that, on behalf of children of the six countries, 
“we need your help to realize our recommendations”. 
He thanks the governments for the fruitful feedback. 
He thank organizers for making them feel at home, 
and ensuring that they have a lot of food and they can 
call back home, that they are happy and having fun. 
He invites everyone to eat and have tea.

Sharing of country discussions
One representative per country shares the discussion at the plenary. 

Laos 
1. Protection for the victims – The Laos government already has a national committee for the protection of 

the victims. These committees discuss, consult, find solutions and protect the victims.
2. Education – Many of the recommendations are normal or regular activities performed by the Ministry of 

Education, but they will also propose the recommendations to the national plan of action. 
3. Support for Migrant Victims – The Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare has been taking the responsibility 

in assisting and in the administration of migration cases. A government representative will report to the 
ministry and consult with them.

4. Factory Management – They have agencies for the inspection of labour issues. 
5. There are also some points that need to be revised and discussed again. 
6. Crossing border and Documents – Laos has procedure and border control but due to the nature of border 

lines with other countries, Laos still needs to improve a lot in terms of crossing border formalities. Due to 
illegal migration, there has been an increase in the problem of human trafficking.

7. Awareness raising and media and youth participation – There are many issues related to our work 
concerning other ministries and they need to discuss with other agencies for the details.

8. Law enforcement – There are many important issues they would like to support. Laos is now in the process 
of drafting a law on Anti human trafficking. To draft this law, they will consider the recommendations of 
the young people here in this forum. Due to the limited time for the discussion today, we have worked 
together but it was difficult to go into details. We would like to go back and consult with the concerned 
ministries and agencies and will give them the feedback on these consultations with them. 

 
Cambodia

1. Submit to government of Cambodia PM (Hun Sen) The first action that the government will do after the 
forum is to invite the youth delegates to present to the COMMIT Task Force in the country, to the child 
working group, to the secretariat on the suppression of trafficking and migration.

2. Organize a Press conference to present the result - After sharing the report, there will be a press conference 
to allow media to know about the issues.

3. Integrate the outcome and disseminate on the 12 December 2010 during the Human Trafficking Day’s 
Campaigning, with other six youth members from GMS attend in Phnom Penh - Children and youth 
delegate will bring the results and share with their network. Invite youth delegates to the Human trafficking 
day campaign. 

4. Youth will share with other members, and other youth through their network
5. Integrate young people into some of the working group at the national level
6. Submit these recommendations to IMM during the meeting - Government will study and prioritize the 

recommendations and on how to implement the recommendations.

NEXT STEP
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Vietnam
Action plan and follow up of children and government in Vietnam

1. Activities at national level
a. Hotline – will strengthen existing hotline in Vietnam
b. Officer committed to support establishment young COMMIT in Vietnam re anti human trafficking
c. Children, with the support of GOs, NGOs INGOs will establish a website on anti human trafficking in 

Vietnamese and maybe in English for everyone to access the website and know about the human trafficking 
situation in Vietnam

d. When we go back to Vietnam,delegates will have a forum with Vietnam’s senior officers to build a plan 
for a follow up activity.

e. Government will support children to conduct activities on having a , writing, photo contest on anti-trafficking 
and migration. This will be widely broadcasted on TV and radio so everyone will know and participate 
and raise awareness

f. Government also supports the walking campaign at the border to raise awareness on human trafficking 
and migration

g. Government also commits to continue activities on enhancing policies on supporting shelter for victims of 
trafficking

h. Children from Vietnam commit to continue their activities on children’s group and train the next generation 
on their work

i. Plan and commitment from government to connect existing children’s group such as youth unions in 
Vietnam and adult groups working on migration and human trafficking for networking

2. International / regional level
a. Government commits that after strengthening hotline, they will connect the hotline to other countries
b. Government supports establishing having Young COMMIT in the region
c. Government will link and cooperate with other non Mekong countries who are destinations of migrant 

labour (ie Malaysia) for them to cooperate and help solve the problem of migration and trafficking
With the commitment and support from government, children will make all the discussion in this plan into an action 
and promised to do their best.
Government and children will make the best effort to contribute to the success of the activities and plans combating 
human trafficking and migration.

China
The five young people are from five different places in China. They will bring back the recommendations and mobilize 
back home to make people know about the recommendations. Government officials will also bring the recommendations 
back to their own agencies and different ministries. The youth will monitor if they are improving the policies. 

• The youth shared how they found out that there isinformation in their recommendations that they did not 
know or understand correctly. One example is the recommendation to establish a hotline operated by six 
countries in Mekong region. They found out that this might not be easy or realistic. It doesn’t mean that 
the idea is not good, it’s just that there are a lot of obstacles or difficulties in putting this to action. They 
then came to the agreement that we should improve the existing hotline in China which will avoid overlaps 
in resources and promote it so more people will be aware that there is a hotline.

• Youth COMMIT or similar youth org - To establish this, we need help from professional people.
• Registration of migrants. The GO expressed that government is stressed in working for the rights of migrants 

but they commented that the other organizations are working on the issue
• Protection of victims. There is already a protection system for international migrants in China. There is a 

transition process between China and border countries already. 
• Compensation for victims. They talked about how they can be compensated especially by the traffickers. 

It might be difficult as the current laws and policy, the traffickers, after being arrested will be prosecuted 
but not asked to pay financial compensation for the victims. Traffickers have made a lot of profit from 
trafficking but for authorities, it might be difficult for them to clarify which part of their asset is from 
trafficking. 

• Education. On the curriculum from primary to tertiary, the Ministry of Education and the All Women 
China group have partnered and made a suggestion. It might not be realistic to set up a subject on migration 
and human trafficking but the theme can be incorporated in other subjects. Migrant children now have 
free access to nine year compulsory education up to junior middle school. What should be established is 
kindergarten school for migrant children. The main recommendation is to establish more public kindergarten. 
Right now kindergarten is not compulsory or free and parents have to pay a lot. 

• Establishment of youth organizations. It might be difficult to establish a youth COMMIT. We have to check 
the sustainability of such a group, and we also have to consider the financial aspect. We should focus on 
establishing youth organizations.

China’s youth delegate shares his sentiments on the suggestion for children left behind by migrant parents – the 
public should protect and respect their self-esteem. He also emphasized that the government should provide more 
support for free primary education. It might help to reduce the risk of being trafficked as the high cost of education 
might increase the vulnerability of parents to migration and children to be trafficked. 
After leaving the forum, there are things that he wants to do such as disseminate materials in places where trafficking 
happens (ie markets and railway stations), organize activities (ie contests to raise awareness of the public on anti 
trafficking) and propose that national and regional forums should have victims themselves participate to share their 
ideas as young people. 

Myanmar
1. Victim protection – Thailand has many policies on victim protection. The government promises to strengthen 

policy implementation.
2. Education – Government will advise the Education Ministry and extend the curriculum on trafficking to 

the primary level 
3. Factory management – will advise Ministry of Labour to monitor agencies and provide public 

announcements. Government also said they will advise concerned agencies.
4. Youth participation – The youth are ready to participate and this will be done in collaboration with civil 

society and other groups
5. Strengthen awareness raising through media – This will be done not only through TV, but also through 

radio and also translating the messages to ethnic languages
6. Report all recommendations to the COMMIT Task force meeting – They will try to implement all 

recommendations in the national plan of the country

Thailand
There has been progress on the issue of migration and trafficking in Thailand as discussed with the government 
representative. They already have the preparation stage for protection, recovery and reintegration. The government 
promised that they will continue their effort and work to implement more effectively. 

1. Hotline – Government said it will be quite difficult to have a regional hotline. But they can ensure that 
these will happen in areas where people migrate to Thailand – risky border areas

2. Factory management - They have good laws but there are problems in implementation. The government 
promised to try to improve the implementation. Not only the government but the media as well will help 
raise awareness on the issues. Media should be used for the public and the young people and should be 
accessible to everyone.

3. Youth COMMIT – will be difficult. Government said it can be at the end of the process. They suggest 
trying to do a small group first, gathering in a small group. They can try using existing mechanism (ie 
National Youth Council in Thailand). If the Youth Council is not strong enough, they would want to give 
funds to strengthen this council . 

4. Statelessness – The government has provided to undocumented children through education for all regardless 
of nationality. They also discussed the progress on Article 7 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Thailand has ratified but is still reserved on Art 7. But there have been some progress. The government 
has announced recently that they will cancel the reservation. 
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We are 30 children and youth from Cambodia, 
China, Lao PDR., Myanmar, Thailand and Viet 
Nam. We are here as members of the Mekong 
Community who have brought experiences and 
ideas of ourselves and our friends who we are 
representing. We are young leaders working to 
stop human trafficking and unsafe migration. 
Here we participated in a process of consultation 
among ourselves and with adults in Bangkok, 
Thailand. We shared our recommendation from 
our national forums and together we discussed 
and analyzed the commonality and differences 
of the situations and solutions for anti-
trafficking and unsafe migration.

We are 30 children and youth from Cambodia, 
China, Lao PDR., Myanmar, Thailand and Viet 
Nam. We brought experience and idea to stop 
human trafficking and unsafe migration. We 
shared our national forum recommendations, 
analyzed the commonality and differences of 
the situations and solution for anti-trafficking 
and unsafe migration.

As members of the Mekong Community we 
realized that trafficking and un-safe migration 
are our problem and we all are the cause of this 
situation and we are all affected by this situation. 
We are concerned about the differences in our 
culture, economics, languages and legal systems 
between our countries. This diversity is the 
beauty of the Mekong River and the opportunity 
of this region for mobilizing resources for anti 
trafficking and un safe migration.

We as the members of the Mekong Region 
would like to be part of this mission and here 
are our recommendations proposed to the 
governments and concerned agencies to combat 
human trafficking and unsafe migration:

1. Victim protection :
Children and young people in GMS are 
suffering from different forms of exploitation. 
During the forum stories about sexual 
exploitation and child labour were shared. Upon 

M e k o n g  Y o u t h  F o r u m  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n our discussion we have discovered there were efforts to assist victims, however there are still areas where children 
have needs:

Recommendation:
1. Government officials and agencies concerned should monitor and follow up the condition of victims and 

their families through consultation with victim.
2.  Governments concerned in the place of origin and destination should help victims go back to wherever 

their families are. Transit centers should be set up for migrants in community.
3. Governments should build counseling centers, with working hotline numbers, to ensure victims’ proper 

reintegration into their families and communities. To make sure centers have well-trained staff to give 
counseling services, government should provide continuous capacity building trainings for their staffs.

4. Government and/or agencies concerned should take the responsibility to ensure compensation for victims 
of trafficking considering the rang and gravity of exploitation

2. Education
The education sector has a large role in the consciousness building and awareness-raising of young people. The 
academes and educators should therefore help in addressing the issue actively.

Recommendation:
1.  Government should integrate Human Trafficking and Migration as a topic into the school curriculum from 

primary to tertiary levels. Curriculum should be adopted according to different country situations and 
context.

2. Government should foster a migrant-inclusive atmosphere by ensuring teachers practice and give all 
children equal opportunities in terms of participation in class and school activities.

3.  Government should provide scholarships for migrant children and children who are victims of trafficking, 
and ensure that when migrant children finish school that they have documents and certificates as proof of 
their educational background.

3.Support System for Migrant Children
There are our friends who arenot citizens of our country. They are here with their parents to look for a better life. 
According to their documents they have limited access to schooling

1.  GMS governments should have one Mekong Regional Hotline to link with the exiting hotline for the 
migrant children and victims to call for asking help

2.  Government should provide budget for protecting migrant children and cooperate to raise funds for the 
protection of migrant children.

3. Support migrant centres at the community level. This centre should be operated by trained staffs.
4.  GMS should have a unified guideline or protocol on protecting migrant children. To make sure all migrant 

children in GMS will get equal treatment wherever they are.
5.  Strengthen networks of volunteers in each country to collect data about migration and trafficking and the 

GMS should have a unified data base about trafficking and migration to share information and link networks 
for cross-border migration and trafficking. Research Results from the database will be widely distributed,

6.  In each country there should be assigned one department to be in charge of protection of migrant children. 
This department will be in cooperation with other departments to mobilise resources for protecting migrant 
children.

4. Factory management :
There are migrant children who work in the factory. They work with adults and we discovered some of the children 
have worked in safe environments where they have the chance to develop their working skills and their education. 
However they are some children who still work in vulnerable or hazardous circumstances. We believe that a safe 
environment of the work place is needed for child workers.

Recommendation:
1. Government / concerned agencies should conduct regular monitoring with youth workers in the factory 

to find out and address their concerns and suggestions. Also make sure that employers of companies are 



30 31

operating legally. Arrest and sentence the employers of companies 
violating labour laws and exploiting underage child labour.

2. Government should provide opportunity for migrant 
workers to create labour groups or association to protect 
their benefits.
3. Government should ensure non-discriminatory 
policies including equal pay for both local and foreign 
workers
4. Government should create a clear recruitment 
procedure and system for workers in accordance to the 
country’s laws and international agreements
5. Government should increase the controlling 
system of application documents of all workers.

5. Crossing border and document :
Since there are a lot of children migrating by 

themselves or through arrangement by brokers, we 
discovered that most of children who were exploited, 

experienced exploitation while crossing borders. They 
always have problems with their travelling document. 

We think safe crossing borders will be a preventive 
measure to prevent them from exploitation.
Our recommendation:
1. Government should make sure persons 
assigned for border check-points will not take 
advantage of migrants.
2. Government should have a clear policy 
on how much the fee migrants have to pay for 
getting documents.
3. Government should take responsibility 
to monitor and share information on the 
migration situation. Also, they should 
implement the law to protect migrant persons.
4. Government should provide safe reporting 
channel for people to report wrong doing along 
the border check point.
5. GMS government should have unified 

procedure on border arrangement system.
6. Government should review the process to get 

ID card and documents more quickly, free of charge 
and accessible.
7. Government should be concerned of the need of 
migrants people regardless their nationality.

6. Awareness Raising and Media
1.  Media groups should increase responsible 
coverage of human trafficking and migration issues 
in print, broadcast, telecomm and online media. 
This can be done through the active participation 
and cooperation of media groups.

2. Using different forms of media and social networks to disseminate information of trafficking and migration 
and be the channel for young people to communicate.

3. The media, in cooperation with the government agencies and non-governmental organizations should set 
up a quick response system through Regional Hotlines where children can contact and ask for rescue 
whenever they need to and wherever they are in the region

4. The Media should protect the identity of the children who are victims of trafficking by preserving their 
anonymity. Media ethics on concealing the names and face of the victims should be strictly enforced.

5. Make Human Trafficking and Migration materials available on border checkpoints, which is translated 
into all languages in the region, or at the minimum, for constant migrants in specific countries, so as to 
warn the people regarding illegal activities that they might have engaged in.

6. Blacklist companies who are or have been committing illegal activities (particularly involving the exploitation 
of children) and have them banned from advertising in TV, radio and print.

7. Youth Participation
1.  The COMMIT should set-up a Youth Body that will ensure youth participation and representation in the 

planning and implementation of processes and activities relating to Human Trafficking and Migration.
2.  Government should provide budget for the youth staff/ Peer education
3.  Government and or civil society should continue support activities that will bring together young people 

in GMS to learn and share information about human trafficking and migration
4.  Government should provide opportunity to different kinds of children to participate in all activities that 

are related to them and share their talents.
5.  Government should have more training to sensitize adults, parents, and government officials on child 

participation

8. Law enforcement
1.  Contact address of agencies concerned with law enforcement are available along GMS borders.
2.  Government and agencies should set up CCTV at the airport/check point to get evidence of corruption 

and trafficking.
3.  Proper punishment for traffickers in relation t o how serious is the crime they have committed
4.  Share information of arrested offenderd including photo and degree of punishment for warning people.
5.  Police should make sure trafficker will not escape from wherever they are tolet them serve the full 

punishment.
6.  Every country in the GMS should cooperate to check and investigate fake document procedure.
7.  Seriously implement laws for employment agencies that give wrong information in both destination and 

original places.
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